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Possibly the manner of this presentation suggested to the
poet a practice adopted by him when he himself became
a teacher.

In the course of time Nesh'et acquired great repute as a
Mesnevf-Khan or Mesnevf-chanter, as those persons arc styled
who intone passages from the Mesnevf during certain portions
of the Mevlevf public service, and he began also to be much
talked about as an accomplished and successful teacher of
Persian. His residence in the Molla Kiirdni ward l of Con-
stantinople was frequented not only by many of the literary
men of the capital, but even Persian and Prankish visitors;
while the number of his pupils was so great that, as Professor
Najf laughingly says, his house might well have been the
envy of many a medrese. Among those of his pupils who
afterwards attained eminence wore Ghalib himself, Pcrtcv
Efendi who subsequently edited his Di'wan, the Beylikji
'Izzet Bey, and Khoja Wahyi.

Khoja Nesh'et was as skilled in the use of arms as he
was in the interpretation of the Mesnevf. He was moreover
the owner of a fief, and therefore liable for military service.
So when war broke out with Russia in 1768, the Khoja
shut up his school, buckled on his trusty sword, and, joining
the Imperial forces, took part in the defence of his fatherland.
When, after having distinguished himself by his valour on
the field, he returned to Constantinople, he re-opened his
classes and began again to expound the subtleties of the
Mesnevf. But henceforward he adopted the extraordinary
habit of always appearing when he delivered his lectures
with his sword by his side, fully armed and equipped for
battle. This practice was the more strange as it was against
the custom for any Turk to wear a sword except when on
a campaign or a journey.

1 This waid (mahalla) is in the parish (semt) of Aq-Saray.